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In שלישי we read (10:1 & 2): 

וַיִקְחוּ בְנֵי אהרן נָדָב וַאֲבִיהוּא אִישׁ מַחְתָתו וַיִתנו בָהֵן אֵשׁ וַיָשִׂימו עָלֶיהָ קְטרֶת 
 וַיַקִריבו לִפנֵי יהוה אֵשׁ זַרַה אַשֶׁר לא צִוָה אתָם 

 וַתֵצֵא אשׁ מִלִפני יהוה וַתאכַל אותָם וַיָמֻתו לִפנֵי יהוה 

And the sons of Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, took each one, his censer (incense 

holder) and put fire in them and incense, and offered before the Lord strange 

fire, which he had not commanded them. And there came out fire from before 

the Lord and eat them up, and they died before the Lord. 

Although his sons died we can presume that their offering was accepted. 

Why ? 

Look at the beginning of  (9:24)  שלישי: 

 ותצא אשׁ מלפני יהוה ותאכל על המזבח את העלה ואת החלבים

This is almost the identical wording. 

Further, at the beginning of  (6:2)  צו we read:  

  חַבֵּזְמִה על הַדָוקְה על מְעלָוא הָה הִעלָת הָצו את אהרן ואת בניו לאמר זאת תורַ

This is the law of the burnt offering: this burnt offering (will remain) on its 

firewood, on the altar. 

And Rashi explains, about the repetition of the word ָָההההעלָעלָעלָעלָההָהָה  that: 

  לומר תורה אחת לכל העולים ואפילו פסולין שאם עלו לא ירדו

To tell us that this repetition is to teach us that there is only one law for all sacrifices, 

namely that once brought up to the altar, even if they were unfit פסול , they are not 

brought down again. 

The ׁפתי חכמיםש  explain why this is: 

 שהמזבח יקדשם

Because the altar makes them holy 

We can learn from this that Nadav and Avihu’s offerings of incense were accepted, 

even though they were unfit to start with, having been offered, they became fit and 

acceptable to Hashem. 

We can also learn from this a very important lesson for today. 

Our sages teach that the table, where we eat our meals with blessings before and after, 

and discuss Torah as we are doing now, has replaced the altar; and our daily prayers 

have replaced the sacrifices. We often feel that our blessings, discussions and prayers 

are at such a low level compared to what they could be, that we feel discouraged and 

wonder what good it’s doing. 

But remember the altar makes them holy , whatever the level of our learning, our 

prayers, our blessings, as long as we were sincere when we said them, they are 

accepted by Hashem. 


